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Peony
When the pleats, asymmetry and contrasting colors 
returned to fashion, it's time to get down to knitting. 

All trends in one summer top.
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Top Peony

Measurements are given in a metric system. To convert into 
inches, divide by 2,54.

Size: S (M, L, XL)

Bust circumference:  88-92 (94-98, 100-104, 106-110) 
cm

Hip circumference: 92-96 (98-102, 104-108, 110-114) 
cm

Finished dimensions: 102 (109, 116, 123) cm 
circumference at bust

Bust cup size:  A (B, C, D)

Back neck is lifted by: 2,5 cm 

Height: 167-175 cm. For other height adjust the length of 
the garment.

Intended ease at bust: on average +10-16 cm. Sample 
shown on a model is size L with 12 cm of positive ease.

Difficulty level: 

Gauge: 
22,5 sts x 30 rows = 10x10 cm in Stockinette st using US4 (3,5 
mm) needles. 

Several features were used to improve garment 
fitting: horizontal bust darts; lifted back neck; different 
slope of back and front shoulders.

Yarn 
Rosarios 4 Butterfly (100% silk, 150 m/50 g), 1350 (1500, 
1650, 1650) m.

3 (4, 4, 4) skeins neutral color, No. 02 (Yarn А)
6 (6, 7, 7) skeins rose color, No. 21 (Yarn B) 

Needles and additional tools: straight and/or circular 
knitting needles US4 (3,5 mm), straight needles US3 (3,25 
mm), blunt tapestry needle for seaming; a few spare circular 
needles for transferring live sts or 4 stitch holders; locking 
markers; 2 double pointed needles. 

Abbreviations
ktog  – knit together
DPN – double pointed needle
st, sts – stitch, stitches
St st – Stockinette stitch
RS – Right side
WS – Wrong side
wyif – with yarn in front
wyib – with yarn in back
CO – cast on
YO – yarn over
Rep – repeat
LH – Left hand
RH – Right hand
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Notes
1. Read all the instructions carefully before beginning.
2. First and last sts along all details are selvage sts, even if it’s 
not mentioned further in pattern. 
3. While casting on and binding off do not forget to leave 
long enough yarn tail for seaming and finishing.  
4. For other color combinations, it is better to use an intense, 
bright or dark color in pair with a calmer, muted and light 
color. 
5. The instructions are given for size S, numbers in brackets 
are for sizes M, L and XL respectively. If there is only one 
number, it belongs to all sizes.
6. It is not recommended to knit a top without seams, using 
the intarsia method or circular knitting. Seams prevent 
stretching and deformation under the influence of the 
weight of pleats. 
7. WS of cast on row is the RS of pieces.
8. The last row of pleats and the first row of bodice, while 
folding and working over pleats, is recommended to be 
worked with US3 (3,25 mm) needles. 

Stitch patterns and techniques
St st: all RS rows – knit, all WS rows – purl.   
Pleats: see page 4.
Selvage st (braid): slip first st to right needle at beginning of 
each row, last st of each row knit or purl depending on side 
or as specified in pattern, transfer working thread avoiding 
wrapping first stitch.
Alignment row used for flattering steps which were created 
while working on short rows. Pick up the wrap on left needle, 
releasing stitch which was wrapped and knit (or purl) them 
together. Wrap always should stay on WS.
I-cord: k2, *then slip two stitches from the right hand needle 
onto the left hand needle, k1, k2tog through the back loops. 
Rep from * to end, bind off remaining 2 sts.  
4 Needle method: insert the RH needle into the first st on 
each of the three LH needles and knit them together as one 
st. 
RLI – Right Lifted Increase: pick up a stitch that is one row 
below the next stitch on LH needle and knit it. 1 st increased.
LLI – Left Lifted Increase: pick up a stitch that is under the 
stitch you’ve just worked on LH needle and knit it. 1 st 
increased.
Casting on with twisted YOs:
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Pleat Pattern Chart, one repeat

Folding Instruction

Each column represents the location of sts in the pleat from 
the bottom up. Gray numbers are the numbers of sts of the 
neighboring pleats. 
In the beginning of the row slip first 8 sts (including selvage 
st) onto the first DPN, slip the next 6 sts onto the second 
DPN. Turn the second DPN counter clockwise 180 degrees 
to form a pleat. Ktog 14th st of a pleat and selvage st. Then 
*ktog 3 sts on LH needle, the second DPN and the first 
DPN using a 4 Needle method (see Stitch patterns and 
techniques). Rep from * 5 more times. Then slip the next st 
on LH needle and the last st on the first DPN onto RH needle 
temporarily. 
** Slip the next 7 sts onto the first DPN, slip the next 6 
sts onto the second DPN. Turn the second DPN counter 
clockwise 180 degrees to form a pleat. Place back slipped 
sts from RH needle onto LH needle and knit them together 
with a 14th st on LH needle. Then *ktog 3 sts on LH needle, 
the second DPN, the first DPN using a 4 Needle method. Rep 
from * 5 more times. Then slip the next st on LH needle and 
the last st on the first DPN onto RH needle temporarily. Rep 
from ** until all pleats are worked over. Ktog the next-to-last 
sts on LH needle and the last st on the first DPN, k1. 

Schematics (cm)

Under the influence of pleats, the lower part of the top 
slightly widens.
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Narrow back (Yarn A)

CO 107 (128, 128, 149) sts using a Long Tail Cast On method. 
Begin RS row with selvage st and work 5 (6, 6, 7) Pleat 
Pattern Chart repeats to last st, k1. Work even for 50 rows 
in total, end with a WS row. In the next RS row work over 
pleats (see Folding Instruction on page 4). 37 (44, 44, 51) sts 
remain. Work even in St st for 83 (81, 79, 77) more rows, end 
with a WS row.

Armhole shaping
Work the next RS row to end (the first row of armhole), CO 3 
sts with twisted YOs for the armhole border – 40 (47, 47, 54) 
sts on needles. Continue to work even, working 3 border sts 
as follows:
RS: p1, k2.
WS: slip 2 sts purlwise wyif, k1. 
 
Work for 5 more rows, end with a WS row. In the next RS row 
work increase row for armhole widening.

Increase row: work to last 5 sts (including 3 sts of armhole 
border), RLI, work row to end, as established. 1 st 
increased.  

Rep increase row for armhole widening 6 more times every 
8th row – 47 (54, 54, 61) sts on needles. Work even for 5 (7, 
9, 11) more rows, end with a WS row. The height of armhole 
is 60 (62, 64, 66) rows.

Shoulder slope and back neck shaping with short 
rows
In the next RS row work to last 4 (4, 5, 5) sts (including 
border sts), wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. 

*In the next RS row work to 4 (5, 5, 5) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. 
Rep from * 2 more times. 

In the next RS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to the last 5 (10, 
8, 13) sts, wrap the next st and turn. 

In the next RS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to 4 sts before 
the wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn.

In the next RS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS alignment row to end, 
working over all wrapped sts of back neck, turn.

Work RS alignment row, working over all wrapped sts of 
shoulder and one more WS row. Final back armhole height 
is 62 (64, 66, 68) rows. Transfer all live sts to a spare circular 
needle or a stitch holder. Break yarn leaving long enough 
yarn tail for I-cord finishing of back and front neck on the 
narrow side.

Place locking marker between 37 (39, 41, 43) sts of shoulder 
and 10 (15, 13, 18) sts of back neck.

Wide back (Yarn B)

CO 212 (212, 233, 233) sts using a Long Tail Cast On method. 
Begin RS row with selvage st and work 10 (10, 11, 11) Pleat 
Pattern Chart repeats to last st, k1. Work even for 50 rows 
in total, end with a WS row. In the next RS row work over 
pleats (see Folding Instruction on page 4). 72 (72, 79, 79) sts 
remain. Work even in St st for 83 (81, 79, 77) more rows and 
in the end of last WS row CO 3 sts with twisted YOs for the 
armhole border – 75 (75, 82, 82) sts on needles.

Armhole shaping
The next RS row is the first row of armhole. Continue to 
work even, working 3 border sts as follows: 
RS: slip 2 sts knitwise wyib, p1. 
WS: k1, p2. 
 
Work for 6 rows of armhole in total, end with a WS row. In 
the next RS row work increase row for armhole widening. 

Increase row: work 5 sts as established (including 3 sts of 
armhole border), LLI, work row to the end. 1 st increased. 

Rep increase row for armhole widening 6 more times every 
8th row – 82 (82, 89, 89) sts on needles. Work even for 6 (8, 
10, 12) more rows, end with a RS row. The height of armhole 
is 61 (63, 65, 67) rows. 
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While shaping shoulder slope and back neckline with 
short rows, we have completed 7 short row turns for each 
shoulder slope and 2 turns for neckline. 

Sew back seam joining both back pieces with a mattress 
stitch.  

Narrow front (Yarn A)

CO 107 (128, 128, 149) sts using a Long Tail Cast On method. 
Begin RS row with selvage st and work 5 (6, 6, 7) Pleat 
Pattern Chart repeats to last st, k1. Work even for 50 rows 
in total, end with a WS row. In the next RS row work over 
pleats (see Folding Instruction on page 4). 37 (44, 44, 51) sts 
remain. Work even in St st for 80 (78, 76, 74) more rows, end 
with a RS row.   

Side horizontal bust dart
In the next WS row work to last 9 (7, 6, 5) sts, wrap the next 
st and turn, work RS row to end.

*In the next WS row work to 8 (6, 5, 4) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 
Rep from * 1 (2, 3, 5) more time.

Work WS alignment row, working over all wrapped sts. Work 
even for 2 more rows and in the end of last WS row CO 3 sts 
with twisted YOs for the armhole border – 40 (47, 47, 54) sts 
on needles.

Front bodice height is 84 (82, 80, 78) rows. Count rows along 
the side line.  

Shoulder slope and back neck shaping with short 
rows
In the next WS row work to last 4 (4, 5, 5) sts (including 
border sts), wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 

*In the next WS row work to 4 (5, 5, 5) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 
Rep from * 2 more times. 

In the next WS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to the last 40 (38, 
43, 41) sts, wrap the next st and turn. 

In the next WS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to 4 sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn.

In the next WS row work to 5 (5, 5, 6) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn. 

Work RS alignment row, working over all wrapped sts of back 
neck and turn. Work WS alignment row, working over all 
wrapped sts of shoulder. 

Final back armhole height is 62 (64, 66, 68) rows. Transfer 
all live sts to a spare circular needle or a stitch holder. Break 
yarn leaving long enough yarn tail for joining right shoulder 
with a 3 Needle Bind Off Method.

Place locking marker between 37 (39, 41, 43) sts of shoulder 
and 45 (43, 48, 46) sts of back neck.
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Transfer all live sts to a spare circular needle or a stitch 
holder. Break yarn leaving long enough yarn tail for joining 
left shoulder with a 3 Needle Bind Off method.

Place locking marker between 37 (39, 41, 43) sts of shoulder 
and 10 (15, 13, 18) sts of front neck.

From this point forward armhole, shoulder slope and 
neckline shaping are worked concurrently. Read through 
remaining instructions on the front carefully before 
proceeding.  

Armhole shaping
The next RS row is the first row of armhole. Continue to 
work even, working 3 border sts as follows: 
RS: slip 2 sts knitwise wyib, p1. 
WS: k1, p2. 
 
Work for 6 rows of armhole in total, end with a WS row. In 
the next RS row work increase row for armhole widening. 

Increase row: work 5 sts as established (including 3 sts of 
armhole border), LLI, work row to the end. 1 st increased. 

Rep increase row for armhole widening 6 more times every 
8th row – 47 (54, 54, 61) sts on needles. 

Work for 140 (138, 142, 144) rows of front bodice in total 
and begin front neck shaping. Count rows along the center 
line with the bust dart short rows included. 

Front neckline shaping
Work the next RS row to the last 2 (2, 3, 4) sts, wrap the next 
st and turn, work WS row to end. 

In the next RS row work to 1 (3, 2, 4) st before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end.

For sizes M (XL) only:
In the next RS row work to 2 st before the wrapped st, wrap 
the next st and turn, work WS row to end.

For all sizes:
*In the next RS row work to one st before the wrapped st, 
wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. Rep from * 6 
(7, 7, 7) more times.

Left shoulder slope shaping
After the last inrease of armhole work for 4 (6, 8, 10) more 
rows, end with a RS row. The height of armhole is 59 (61, 63, 
65) rows. Continuing to work front neck as established, on 
the other side of the piece begin to shape shoulder. 

In the next WS row work to last 6 (6, 6, 7) sts (including 
border sts), wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 

*In the next WS row work to 6 (6, 6, 7) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 
Rep from * 2 more times. 

In the next WS row work to 6 (6, 6, 7) sts before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS alignment row working 
over all wrapped sts of the front neck and turn. Work WS 
alignment row working over all wrapped sts of the shoulder.

Final back armhole height is 60 (62, 64, 66) rows. 
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Wide front (Yarn B)

CO 212 (212, 233, 233) sts using a Long Tail Cast On method. 
Begin RS row with selvage st and work 10 (10, 11, 11) Pleat 
Pattern Chart repeats to last st, k1. Work even for 50 rows 
in total, end with a WS row. In the next RS row work over 
pleats (see Folding Instruction on page 4). 72 (72, 79, 79) sts 
remain. Work even in St st for 79 (77, 75, 73) more rows, end 
with a WS row.

Side horizontal bust dart
In the next RS row work to last 9 (7, 6, 5) sts, wrap the next st 
and turn, work WS row to end.

*In the next RS row work to 8 (6, 5, 4) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. 
Rep from * 1 (2, 3, 5) more time.

Work RS alignment row, working over all wrapped sts. Work 
even for 3 more rows, end with a WS row. Front bodice 
height is 84 (82, 80, 78) rows. Count rows along the side line.  

From this point forward armhole, shoulder slope and 
neckline shaping are worked concurrently. Read through 
remaining instructions on the front carefully before 
proceeding.   

Armhole shaping
Work the next RS row to end (the first row of armhole), CO 3 
sts with twisted YOs for the armhole border – 75 (75, 82, 82) 
sts on needles. Continue to work even, working 3 border sts 
as follows:
RS: p1, k2.
WS: slip 2 sts purlwise wiyf, k1. 
 
Work for 5 more rows, end with a WS row. In the next RS row 
work increase row for armhole widening.

Increase row: work to last 5 sts (including 3 sts of armhole 
border), RLI, work row to end, as established. 1 st 
increased.  

Rep increase row for armhole widening 6 more times every 
8th row – 82 (82, 89, 89) sts on needles. 

Work for 136 (136, 138, 142) rows of front bodice in total 
and begin front neck shaping. Count rows along the center 
line with the bust dart short rows included.  

Front neckline shaping
In the next RS row work 7 (4, 7, 2) sts, wrap the next st and 
turn, work WS row to end. 

For sizes S (L) only:
In the next RS row work 3 sts, wrap the next st and turn, 
work WS row to end.

For all sizes:
Work the next RS alignment row to the end, working over 
wrapped sts (st, sts, st) of neckline. 

Work the next WS row to the last 30 (26, 30, 28) sts, wrap 
the next st and turn, work RS row to end. 

In the next WS row work to 4 st before the wrapped st, wrap 
the next st and turn, work RS row to end.

For sizes M (L, XL) only:
In the next WS row work to 3 (4, 4) st before the wrapped st, 
wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end.

For all sizes:
In the next WS row work to 3 (2, 2, 2) st before the wrapped 
st, wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end.

*In the next WS row work to one st before the wrapped st, 
wrap the next st and turn, work RS row to end. Rep from * 7 
more times.

Right shoulder slope shaping
After the last inrease of armhole work for 3 (5, 7, 9) more 
rows, end with a WS row. The height of armhole is 58 (60, 
62, 64) rows. Continuing to work front neck as established, 
on the other side of the piece begin to shape shoulder. 

In the next RS row work to last 6 (6, 6, 7) sts (including 
border sts), wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. 
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Front Neckline Chart, size S

Front Neckline Chart, size M

Front Neckline Chart, size L

Front Neckline Chart, size XL
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*In the next RS row work to 6 (6, 6, 7) sts before the 
wrapped st, wrap the next st and turn, work WS row to end. 
Rep from * 3 more times. 

Work RS alignment row working over all wrapped sts of the 
shoulder and turn. Work WS alignment row working over all 
wrapped sts of the neckline.

Final back armhole height is 60 (62, 64, 66) rows. 

Transfer all live sts to a spare circular needle or a stitch 
holder. Do not break yarn.

Place locking marker between 37 (39, 41, 43) sts of shoulder 
and 45 (43, 48, 46) sts of front neck.

Finishing

With the yarn tail left when finished narrow front, join left 
shoulder using 3 Needle Bind Off method. The last st add 
to the sts of neckline. With the yarn tail left when finished 
narrow back, bind off live sts of narow neckline with I-cord. 
Do not bind off the last 2 sts of I-cord. With the yarn tail left 
when finished wide back, join right shoulder using 3 Needle 
Bind Off method. The last st add to the sts of neckline. With 
the yarn left when finished wide front, starting on 2 last sts 
of narrow neckline I-cord, bind off live sts of wide neckline 
with I-cord.
Bind off 2 sts of I-cord. Remove markers. Sew front seam 
joining both front pieces with a mattress stitch. 

Sew side seams with a mattress stitch. Weave all yarn ends. 

Before washing the garment, baste all the pleats with a 
sewing thread fastening them in place. Wash the garment, 
roll it between two thick bath towels and firmly press towel 
roll to squeeze out excess water. Take the garment out, 
lay it out flat, block to measurements. Flatten and stretch 
pleats lengthwise. Allow garment to dry completely. Remove 
basting thread.  

Thank you for knitting!

Pattern version 1.0.eng November 2017
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